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This report sets out the decision to enter into a contract and commit spending of 
£200k to complete the expansion of The Avenue School to create additional places 
for 30 pupils. 

It is the decision of the Director of Economic Development, Growth and 
Neighbourhoods, in consultation with the Lead Councillor for Education, to: 

(a) Release the approved capital funding of £200k designated for the 
expansion of the Avenue School; 

(b) Approve the award of the contract to carry out the works; 

(c) To enter into a lease with The Avenue School for their occupation of part 
of The Avenue Centre. 
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1. PURPOSE AND SUMMARY OF REPORT 
 
1.1 This report sets out the decision to enter into a contract and commit spending of 

£200k to complete the expansion of The Avenue School to create additional 
places for 30 pupils. 

 
2. DECISION 
 
2.1 It is the decision of the Director of Economic Development, Growth and 

Neighbourhoods, in consultation with the Lead Councillor for Education, to:  

         (a) Release the approved capital funding of £200k designated for the 
expansion of the Avenue School; 

        (b) Approve the award of the contract to carry out the works; 

        (c) To enter into a lease with The Avenue School for their occupation of 
part of The Avenue Centre. 

            
 
3. POLICY CONTEXT 
 
3.1 At Full Council on 26th February 2019, the Capital Programme, detailing the 

planned expenditure on Education projects was approved, including £200k 
assigned to the expansion of The Avenue School. 
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4. DECISION 
 
4.1 Current Position 
 
(i) There is a demand for more SEND places within the borough to meet a growing 

number of pupils and a shortage of places, both within the borough and within 
neighbouring schools out of borough. 

       
4.2 Option Proposed 
 
(i) It is proposed to expand The Avenue School to provide three additional 

classrooms, with associated group space and toilet facilities. This will provide an 
additional 30 places. 

 
ii) The works have been tendered through the Council’s INTEND process and officers 

are now in a position to award the contract to Modus Construction Ltd. 
 
(iii) The works need to commence by 1st June in order to meet a 1st September 

completion deadline ahead of 25 new pupils starting at the School for the new 
19/20 academic year. 

 
4.2 Other Options Considered 
 
(i) No other options have been considered. The only alternative would be to seek 

further places at out of borough schools.  There is limited capacity in 
neighbouring boroughs but, even were this not the case, placing children out of 
borough would result in increased costs to the Council. 

 
5. CONTRIBUTION TO STRATEGIC AIMS 
 
5.1 The development of additional SEN places would help to deliver the following 

Corporate Plan Service Priorities: 
 

‘Promoting great education, leisure and cultural opportunities for people in 
Reading’ 

 
6. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Planning consultation is not required as the expansion will be in the form of an 

internal remodelling of existing rooms.  No further consultation has been 
undertaken.  The provision of additional SEN spaces is supported by Brighter 
Future for Children.  

 
7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 A lease will be required for the schools occupation of the building, this delegation 

is exercised under the provisions of Minute 149 agreed at Council on 25 May 2016. 
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7.2 The Council’s Legal and Democratic Services will review and issue the required 
legal documentation. 

 
8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
   
8.1 The approved capital budget for the works including design fees is £261k and 

associated project management costs.  The project costs of £200k are within the 
approved budget.  

 
9. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
  
9.1 The project is included within the Capital Programme 2019-2022, which was 

presented to Full Council and approved on 26th February 2019. 


